SAMPLE VETERINARY FORM   |   SPECTRUM OF CARE EDUCATION
Tango Rural Kentucky Treatment Plan and Cost Estimate
Suspected feline urethral obstruction   |   Emergency hospital care   |   Estimate valid for 24 hours
	Practice name  ________________________________
Address  ______________________________________
Phone  __________________  Date and time  __________
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Patient and client information
	Client
	________________________
	Patient
	Tango

	Primary phone
	________________________
	Species
	Feline

	Email
	________________________
	Sex and age
	Male  ______ years


Why Tango needs urgent care
Working concern: Tango’s signs and examination findings are consistent with urethral obstruction, which prevents normal urine flow. A complete obstruction can cause severe pain, dangerous electrolyte changes, abnormal heart rhythm, kidney injury, bladder damage, shock, and death. Stabilization and relief of the obstruction are time-sensitive.
Recommended hospital pathway
	1  Assess and stabilize
	Physical assessment, IV access, pain control, laboratory evaluation, ECG monitoring when indicated, and treatment of dehydration or clinically significant electrolyte abnormalities.

	2  Relieve the obstruction
	Sedation or anesthesia selected by the veterinarian, urinary catheterization and flushing, bladder decompression when indicated, and placement of an indwelling urinary catheter if needed.

	3  Monitor recovery
	IV fluids, urine-output monitoring, pain assessment, repeat laboratory testing, catheter care, and monitoring for post-obstructive diuresis or re-obstruction.

	4  Confirm safe discharge
	Remove the catheter when appropriate, observe voluntary urination, provide medication and nutrition instructions, review warning signs, and schedule reassessment.


Important: This plan assumes the obstruction can be relieved without surgery and Tango responds to initial treatment. Findings during care may require a revised estimate, longer hospitalization, referral, surgery, or humane end-of-life discussion.


Rural Kentucky Treatment Estimate
This educational estimate uses the actual item names, quantities, dates, and patient totals from Dr. Grace Jones’s August and September 2026 Bath Veterinary Clinic invoice. It connects each charge to its purpose in Tango’s case. The veterinarian must determine which services are appropriate, and the presenting practice must confirm its own fees before client authorization.
	Date
	Service
	Qty
	Purpose in Tango’s plan
	Total

	8/27
	Standard Exam Small Animal
	1
	Initial examination and assessment
	$40.00

	8/27
	Hospitalization Overnight
	7
	Hospital care and monitoring billed in seven units
	$140.61

	8/27
	UltraSound Canine
	1
	Point of care or abdominal imaging as clinically indicated
	$42.40

	8/27
	Acepromazine Injection
	1
	Sedation component selected by the veterinarian
	$24.37

	8/27
	Zorbium 6 to 16.5 lb tube
	1
	Long acting feline analgesia
	$24.49

	8/27
	Urinary Catheterization
	1
	Relief of urethral obstruction and urine flow restoration
	$91.43

	8/27
	Convenia Per Pound
	18
	Long acting antimicrobial when the veterinarian identifies an indication
	$97.50

	8/27
	IV Catheter Placement
	1
	Venous access for fluids and emergency medications
	$15.90

	8/27
	IV Fluids 1 liter bag
	1
	Fluid support adjusted to hydration, electrolytes, and urine output
	$52.47

	8/27
	E Collar Small
	1
	Prevents interference with the urinary catheter or surgical site
	$12.24

	8/29
	Feline Urinary SO canned 3 oz
	6
	Therapeutic urinary nutrition
	$18.38

	8/31
	PU Perineal Urethrostomy
	1
	Surgical pathway for recurrent or nonresolving obstruction when indicated
	$387.92

	8/31
	Animax Ointment 15 mL
	1
	Topical medication associated with postoperative care when prescribed
	$24.49

	8/31
	Meloxivet Injection Canine or Feline
	1
	Anti inflammatory and analgesic medication when appropriate
	$13.77

	9/2
	Feline Urinary SO Dry 7.7 lb
	1
	Ongoing therapeutic urinary nutrition
	$72.33

	DOCUMENTED URINARY CASE ITEMS
	$1,058.30


Documented phases: initial 8/27 services $541.41; therapeutic nutrition $90.71; PU surgery and associated 8/31 medications $426.18. Relevant documented total: $1,058.30. The $31.27 Revolution Plus charge for Poppy was excluded because it was not part of Pete’s urinary case.
Services to price separately when selected for Tango
CBC; chemistry and electrolytes; urinalysis; ECG or additional physiologic monitoring; abdominal radiographs; repeat laboratory testing; additional catheter supplies; extended hospitalization; discharge medications; recheck examination; referral; or other services prompted by Tango’s findings and response.
Tango estimate total: $____________ to $____________    Approved limit: $____________


Care Pathways and Technician Review
If the recommended pathway is beyond reach
The veterinarian determines which pathways remain medically appropriate after evaluating Tango. The technician can explain the purpose, limits, costs, caregiving needs, warning signs, and follow-up for each pathway, but does not independently diagnose or change the medical plan.
	Pathway
	What it may include
	Limits to discuss
	Estimated cost

	Recommended hospital care
	Stabilization, relief of obstruction, catheter care, hospitalization, selected diagnostics and a voiding trial.
	Final treatment depends on findings and response. Surgery or referral may become necessary.
	Practice estimate plus selected services

	Rural documented pathway
	The real invoice included exam, hospitalization, ultrasound, sedation, analgesia, urinary catheterization, IV access, fluids, and other selected treatments.
	The documented charges show one patient’s care, not a universal protocol. Tango may need services absent from that invoice.
	$541.41 documented on 8/27

	Referral or transfer
	Emergency, specialty, teaching, community or nonprofit-supported facility when available.
	Receiving facility must accept the case. Travel, deposit, records transfer and medical stability matter.
	Quoted by receiving facility

	Financial care pathways
	Third-party financing, charitable aid, community resources, practice hardship policy, insurance reimbursement when applicable.
	Approval and funding are not guaranteed. Application time cannot delay necessary emergency stabilization.
	Varies

	Surgical pathway
	Perineal urethrostomy when the veterinarian determines it is indicated for recurrent, nonresolving, or anatomically complicated obstruction.
	Surgery requires separate consent, anesthesia planning, postoperative care, and discussion of complications.
	$426.18 documented surgery-day items

	Relinquishment
	Transfer of ownership only when a legitimate organization or individual accepts the patient and terms are documented.
	Last-resort pathway. Availability, legal ownership, medical responsibility and emotional impact require discussion.
	Varies

	Humane euthanasia
	May be discussed when suffering cannot be relieved and no medically viable treatment pathway can be implemented.
	Requires veterinarian-client discussion and separate authorization.
	Practice-specific




Veterinary Technician Review Record
Complete this record after the veterinarian has established the medically acceptable care pathways. Use it to document a clear, consistent estimate review and the client’s understanding.
Review checklist
☐ I introduced myself and explained my role in reviewing the veterinarian’s plan and estimate.
☐ I explained what the team is concerned about, why urethral obstruction is urgent, and what must happen next.
☐ I reviewed the purpose, expected benefit, main risks, limitations, cost range, caregiving responsibilities, warning signs, and follow-up for the selected pathway.
☐ I discussed available financial care resources according to practice policy and avoided promising approval or funding.
☐ I asked: “To be sure I explained everything clearly, would you walk me through what you understand about Tango’s condition and care options?”
☐ I asked what remains unclear and returned medical questions or requested changes to the veterinarian.
☐ I documented the client’s questions, selected pathway, declined recommendations, approved financial limit, and best contact method.
Technician name and credential ________________________________
Date and time reviewed _______________________________________
Client teach back and questions
Client described Tango’s condition and next steps as __________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions returned to the veterinarian ________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Selected pathway or next action _____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________


Informed Consent for Tango’s Emergency Care
Please read each section and ask questions before signing. Your signature confirms that the veterinary team explained the recommended care, reasonable alternatives, anticipated costs, and material risks. It does not guarantee a specific outcome.
Client acknowledgment
☐ I understand that suspected urethral obstruction is a painful, potentially fatal emergency and that delaying or declining treatment may result in kidney injury, bladder rupture, abnormal heart rhythm, shock, or death.
☐ I understand that the veterinarian will individualize Tango’s diagnostics, sedation or anesthesia, catheterization, medications, fluids, monitoring, and discharge plan according to his condition and response.
☐ I understand that estimates are not guarantees. Complications, additional testing, extended hospitalization, surgery, referral, or recurrence can increase the total cost.
☐ I had the opportunity to ask questions, and the veterinary team answered them in language I understand.
Material risks discussed
	Sedation and anesthesia
☐ Low blood pressure or temperature
☐ Respiratory or cardiovascular complications
☐ Abnormal heart rhythm
☐ Aspiration or drug reaction
☐ Cardiopulmonary arrest or death
	Procedure and hospitalization
☐ Urethral trauma, bleeding or stricture
☐ Bladder or urethral rupture
☐ Infection or catheter complications
☐ Post-obstructive diuresis and electrolyte changes
☐ Kidney injury, re-obstruction or death


Client questions and additional information
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________


Authorization and Signatures
Pathway selection
☐ I authorize the recommended hospital pathway within the approved limit written below.
☐ I authorize the veterinarian-approved modified pathway described here: ________________________________________________
☐ I request referral or transfer. Receiving facility: _________________________________________________________________
☐ I decline the recommended treatment after discussion with the veterinarian. Separate decline or discharge documentation may be required.
Approved financial limit: $__________________    Deposit paid: $__________________
If costs may exceed the approved limit, contact me at: __________________________
☐ If I cannot be reached, I authorize additional emergency stabilization up to $____________ while the team continues trying to contact me.
☐ If I cannot be reached, do not exceed my approved limit without further authorization, except as permitted by applicable law and existing practice policy.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation preference
☐ Attempt CPR if Tango experiences cardiopulmonary arrest. I understand CPR may be unsuccessful and will create additional charges.
☐ Do not attempt resuscitation. Allow natural death if Tango experiences cardiopulmonary arrest.
Signatures
	Client printed name

________________________________
	Relationship to patient

________________________________

	Client signature

________________________________
	Date and time

________________________________

	Veterinarian signature

________________________________
	Date and time

________________________________

	Technician or witness signature

________________________________
	Date and time

________________________________


Clinical foundation: Urethral obstruction is an emergency. Stabilization, evaluation for electrolyte and cardiac complications, relief of obstruction, monitoring, and reassessment are selected according to the individual patient and attending veterinarian’s judgment. Template should receive practice leadership and legal review before clinical use.
Educational sample. The attending veterinarian must individualize all diagnostics, treatments, medications, monitoring, and fees.
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